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Dear HCA Family,
I hope you enjoyed your summer and you are relaxed, recharged and ready to start a new school year. I am
so delighted that you are part of our amazing Hernando Christian Academy family. I welcome and value
your positive energy and dedication to excellence in education, and I look forward to working with you and
your children.
Personally, I am grateful and elated to continue this journey with you as your Superintendent. Over the past
year, I have had a chance to meet many of you and your children, and look forward to continue building a
strong relationship with all of you in the upcoming year. I am confident that we will have a productive and
enriching year as we continue our mission of “Building Leaders with Christian Character.” It is my desire to
help students meet their fullest potential. One of my hopes as an educator is to instill a love of learning in
our students. It is my sincere desire to see all of our students experience success and grow into wonderful
young people.
All signs point to an incredible and productive school year. Our school has added some great new teachers
to go along with the wonderful ones we already have. Your remarkable Hernando Christian Academy staff
and I feel privileged to be a part of this school family. We thank you for your support and believe that the
best days are still ahead.
Finally, I would like to extend a special, yearlong invitation to our families to join us at school activities and
events whenever possible. HCA values your involvement and support in your child’s education.
Furthermore, I can only pray that every child here feels welcomed, connected, and a part of our HCA family!
In Christ’s Service,
Dr. Anthony Bryan
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September in Athletics

Football, Cheerleading, Volleyball, Cross Country and Golf are underway. The golf team played
its first tri match - finishing 1-1. The girls’ varsity volleyball team lost to the defending state
champs, Saint John Lutheran in the girl's first match of the new season. The cheer squads are
awaiting the first football games of the new year in September and Courtney McLain will be
representing the girls cross country team this year! All in all, the HCA athletics are ramping up as
we near the month of September!
An important factor in playing sports that keeps being brought to my attention is the
importance of “teamwork.” Teamwork skills not only strengthen the individual players on the
field or court, but directly translate to important skills in other parts of their lives.
In athletics, it’s easy to see how teamwork skills in sports directly translate to a team’s success.
When players trust each other and rely on one another to perform their respective duties on the
field or court, game play can rise to the next level. Strategy can play a bigger role, and individuals
are more free to use their talents to make bigger plays.
“Teams are made up of individuals, and yet a team only gets better when the individuals come
together in support of common goals.” Even for individual sports, athletes are training,
competing, pushing, and supporting their fellow athletes to do better and score better. When a
group of athletes identifies itself as a cohesive unit, the entire team benefits and grows stronger
together. Teamwork skills lift everyone to new heights.
So as you are practicing with your teams or training individually, stay focused on becoming a
better team player so that you can reach for the common goal and that is to WIN!
Welcome back and Go Lions!
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Welcome Back Students!
What a great first day back to school! All of you look amazing!
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Elementary News
A Message from the Elementary Principal
Ms. Tammy VanDeMark
Welcome to HCA’s 2018-2019 school year! Elementary classes are off to a great start. I can’t even
begin to tell you how excited I am so see everyone. Even with a short summer, we were able to
jump right into the new school year. We would like to welcome Jill Vines to the Elementary
Department. She is joining our team as the Remedial Specialist. Also, we welcome Mrs. Sharp
and Mrs. Lewis as two new teacher assistants. Teachers have been assessing the students to
determine academic levels, which will provide a starting point to indicate growth. Programs and
special events for the year are in the beginning planning stage. We are also super excited to be
starting up the Elementary PTF. If you have not filled out the PTF form and would like to join,
please pick one up in the Elementary Office. I am looking forward to a wonderful and exciting
school year with all of our returning and new families.

Some exciting things are happening in Elementary…..
Since the beginning of school, Ms. Rose’s Junior Kindergarten K4 class, has accomplished so
many things. They have enjoyed coloring, play time, learning letters, Ipad time in Media and
learning Spanish during our Exploration time. A lot of eager to learn children! How wonderful
to see.
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Elementary News cont.
Ms. Thomas’s Fourth Grade class started the year with a science project. They used different
tools to imitate bird’s beaks to pick up different types of food. Looks like fun!

Ms. Rivera’s Fifth Grade class had been studying maps.
Each student created their own mini globe.

Secondary News
A Note from the Secondary Office
Mr. Jason Kahler, Secondary Principal
Secondary is off to a great start! We would like to welcome four new teachers ~ Mrs. Bailey –
Middle School Language Arts, Ms. Ball, High School English, Ms. Gomez, Middle School and
High School History, and Mr. Ryan, High School Bible and Middle School Science. Mrs. Collins
is not new to HCA, having taught 5th grade here, but is new to the Secondary. She is teaching
Middle School Science. There are a number of clubs getting started including game club and
art club, to name a few. High School student representative elections are approaching quickly,
with Middle School elections soon to follow. Students, keep focused on your studies. We are
looking forward to a fantastic year.
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Secondary News cont.
Classes are having fun and learning new things…..
The past few weeks, our eighth grade Etiquette and Life Skills class has been learning about
self-discipline regarding nutrition and exercise, as well as proper ways on how to present
themselves on a daily basis. Additionally, they are learning that God loves them and we should
be glorifying God in all that we do. What a great group of young ladies!

Nutrition and Exercise

Working on Posture and Walking

Classed walked .43 (mi) in 10:20 min.
and burned 79 calories.

Chapel
On Wednesday, August 22, 2018, we held our annual combined elementary and secondary
chapel to celebrate our outgoing seniors with our new incoming kindergartners’. Our worship
team did a fantastic job. We want to thank Dr. Bryan on delivering the perfect message on the
“Good Samaritan,” and our 8th grade students for their great job of acting out the message.
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Honor Society News
National Elementary Honor Society
NEHS Giving to Cornerstone for Women
By: Payton Meyers, Outgoing 2017-18 President

At the end of last year, the NEHS decided on donating some of our fundraising profits to a notfor-profit organization. This month, we delivered a check to the Cornerstone Center for
Women. The not-for-profit seeks to transform the community by showing unconditional love
and sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ through helping women in crisis pregnancies to
recognize the miraculous life within their womb. They provide parenting education and
supplies to families in need through a parenting support program. They educate pregnant
women about church and community based services available to them and more.
We are so glad to be able to help charities that will help the community.

Fundraisers
Help out our Senior Class!
Beginning August 16 – September 10, 2018, the senior class will be selling
laundry detergent by the 5 Gallon Bucket! Additionally, with the detergent
will be fabric softeners, scent boosters, dish soap, and trash bags. Everything
is a mega-pack. Please see a senior to place an order. If you are not able to
find a senior, Ms. Thomas in the Elementary building will have an order form
outside her door.
Every Tuesday during upper school lunch, the seniors will be selling taco
salad. Every day, they will be selling ice cream and freezer pops for cash.
The freezer pops are .25 and ice creams is $1.00 or add candy for $2.00.
We appreciate your support!
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Business Office News
HCA would like to make you aware of an optional 24 hour student accident insurance available
for parents.
HCA has chosen to carry medical insurance for students injured in accidents on school
premises. HCA has also approved a medical and dental accident insurance plan worthy of your
consideration to add to coverage purchased. This coverage will extend the hours your child is
covered and also may cover your child during certain activities not covered in the school
purchased plan.
If you are interested in this insurance; you may pick up more information in the front office.

Clinic News
Welcome back HCA Lions!
Here are a few important back-to-school reminders:


All students are required to have an updated immunization record on file in order to stay
in school per the state mandate (or proof of exemption, if applicable). Updates include
DTAP, Polio, MMR, Hepatitis B, Varicella, (and Tdap booster for kindergarten and 7th
grade students).



If your student has a health condition or needs special care during the school day such as
medications, treatments, or monitoring, kindly inform the school clinic. Individual health
care plans help keep your students safe and healthy.



Students with seasonal allergies and asthma need to follow-up with their healthcare
provider and obtain a script for the necessary treatment, such as rescue inhalers, Epi
pens. You may leave these medications in the clinic and fill-out the medication
authorization form.



Please have the current and working phone number in the school file in the event that we
need to contact you for an emergency.

In Christ,
Belinda Manuel, RN BSN
Hernando Christian Academy School Nurse
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International News
HCA welcomes back our International Students!

On Saturday, August 25, 2018, our International students went to Aquatica, a water park in
Orlando, Florida for the day. What a great way to start of the new school year.

Do you want to host an International Student for next school year?
Every year Hernando Christian Academy hosts international students. We are currently looking
for host families for the 2018/2019 school year. As a host family, you will offer a young
international student the opportunity to discover America through your eyes. Your family will
not only gain a new family member, you will also learn about a different culture, its values and
traditions, language, food, and more. You will receive a stipend of $700.00 per month to help
offset the cost. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Diana McCall at
352-796-0616 option 0 or dmccall@hernandochristian.org.
Thank you,
Dianna McCall
International Coordinator

Looking Ahead
August 31

Noon Dismissal

September 3

No School – Labor Day

September 18

Fall Pictures

September 28

Noon Dismissal
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