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“And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is
Christ the Lord.”
~ Luke 2:10-11
Christmas is a time of giving and receiving gifts, and participating in other family traditions
that make this wonderful time of the year so special. During this season, take time to celebrate
the love of God and family and to create memories that will last forever.
As we approach the holiday season, we are also faced with yet another opportunity to pause in
the midst of all the excitement and decorations to consider again the origin of Christmas. The
One whose birth we celebrate. Look for opportunities to share the love of God with others
during this time.
We would like to wish you and your family a very blessed Christmas.
Your HCA family
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December in Athletics

The Winter Sports are underway as the Varsity Soccer teams opened with 3-2 win over Saint
John Lutheran School from Ocala. Sophomore, Zach Lechuga scored two goals and eighthgrader, Earl Rich, performed splendidly in the goalie's box.
Basketball began the week of November 26th, as the Varsity boys’ and girls' teams saw action in
the Lion's Den on Tuesday, November 27 and Thursday, November 29! Come out and cheer on
your favorite Lion teams!
Check our athletics calendar on our website for more games and times. Go Lions!

Elementary News
A Message from the Elementary Principal
Ms. Tammy VanDeMark
I pray you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving with your family. We really have a lot to be thankful

for. It’s hard to believe we are approaching the end of the first semester already. We’ve had
many activities to share from around the school this month. The NEHS induction was held to
honor our students that met the strict criteria of excelling academically and modeling
responsibility. Elementary celebrated our grandparents with a light snack and a fun activity in
each of the classrooms. We had such a great turn out this year we had to divide into two groups
to accommodate our grandparents in the gym. The students were very excited to make
something for their grandparent or entertain them with songs, Bible verses or just showing off
their skills. We also had a visit from members of the Daughters of the American Revolution who
presented the 4th and 5th grade students with a speech and they handed out constitutions to
each student. The month ended with a wonderful program by our very talented 1st and 2nd
graders titled “iAM”. Even with all of our distractions and entertainment in life, the most exciting
thing is getting to know the God who made us. As we head into the Christmas break, these next
few weeks are filled with multiple activities; final school projects, testing or exams, shopping,
and decorating. We should take a moment to reflect on His goodness to us and His never-ending
love for us. I pray you have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. I’m excited to see
how God works in HCA the second semester.
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Elementary News Cont.
First and Second Grade practicing for their big performance titled “IAM”.

Our Fourth and Fifth Grade students with
their own copies of the Constitution.

Grandparents’ Day in Elementary
What a great afternoon spent with Grandparents on Friday, November 9, 2018. Thank you for
sharing your time with your grandchildren here at HCA!
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Elementary News Cont.

Preschool celebrating Thanksgiving with their loved ones….
Mrs. Rose’s preschool class had their Thanksgiving Feast on Friday, November 16. Thank you to
our parents for helping in the celebration.

Secondary News
A Note from the Office of College Readiness
Mrs. Beverly Raley, Dean of College Guidance
For students taking the SAT and the ACT test, please see important deadlines below. Thank you.
February 8 is the deadline for registering for the SAT on March 9, 2019.

January 11 is the deadline for registering for the ACT on February 9,
2019.
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Admissions
OPEN ENROLLMENT BEGINS Today for 2019-2020!
Reenrollment for current enrolled students is now OPEN for
the 2019-2020 school year for Pre-K 4 through 12th grade.
Take advantage of early enrollment!
If you reenroll your child or children before Thursday, January 31, 2019, you will only have to pay a
$100 non-refundable deposit per child when you are reenrolling. If you have 3 or more
students reenrolling at HCA, the maximum deposit will be $300. Again, to take advantage of the $100
non-refundable deposit your child or children need to be reenrolled by Thursday, January 31, 2019. The
non-refundable deposit will go toward your tuition. (See the below deadlines)
Important: If classes become full, children will be placed on a waitlist. Anyone waitlisted will be
notified. Classes will fill up fast, so do not wait.
We will open up enrollment for new students in February.
Please follow the steps below to complete the reenrollment process:
First, the reenrollment process needs to be completed on a computer or tablet. Then, go
to https://renweb.com, and select Login and click ParentsWeb Login. From there you will need to click
your ParentsWeb Account. Once you are logged into account, on the left side select Family Information
then Enrollment/ Reenrollment. This screen will take you to another tab, which is the Online Enrollment
Application. This application MUST be completed and deposits made online. In the packet, please make
sure the FACTS portion is completed for billing purposes. (If FACTS is not completed, we cannot
consider your child or children as reenrolled.) Once the packet is complete, please review and then click
the submit button. Then, process will be complete. Please make sure it is completely submitted.

Here are the deadlines:
Monday, December 3, 2018 – Thursday, January 31, 2019

($100 non-refundable deposit per child)

Friday, February 1, 2019 – Thursday, February 28, 2019

($200 non-refundable deposit per child)

Friday, March 1, 2019

($300 non-refundable deposit per child)
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Honor Society News
HCA has the honor of Sponsoring three National Honor Society organizations.
On November 14, during a candle lighting ceremony we inducted 43 new
students to the groups. Current officers led the ceremony by welcoming the new
inductees, leading the Honor Society pledge and with speeches on five of the six
qualities: Character, Scholarship, Service, Citizenship and Responsibility. The
ceremony highlight was by guest speaker, Mrs. Natalie Kahler, former mayor of
Brooksville and current HCA High School English teacher who spoke on the final quality of
leadership. Current NJHS President, Ann Manual, and her violin teacher, Miss Gilyoung, honored
us with musical accompaniment.

Congratulations to the following students for being inducted to the HCA Chapters of the
National Honor Societies:
National Honor Society
(Grades 10-12)
1. Leah Grant
2. Amber Groeger
3. Kaylie Mahoney
4. Samantha Mauriello
5. Courtney McLain
6. Mackenzie Meyers
7. Chase Tannoia
8. Bruce Wang
9. Tony Zhang

National Junior Honor Society
(Grades 7-9)
1. Kameron Barnes
2. Max Ciciera
3. Taylor Ekiss
4. Joshua Feliciano
5. Isabella Garcia
6. Carson Hedick
7. Marian Kenny
8. Isabel Lalane
9. Alyssa Lechuga
10. Samantha McCall
11. Payton Meyers
12. Breely Miller
13. Isabella Oring
14. Isaac Rollins
15. Jackson Ruppe
16. Brooke Sewell
17. Emma Swan
18. Abigayle Williams
19. Lily Zhao

National Elementary Honor Society
(Grades 4-6)
1. Taylor Colson
2. Noah Eckliff
3. Jordan Ekiss
4. Peyton Jackson
5. Gianna Lalane
6. Rowland Lalane
7. Tommy Luckey
8. Layla Miller
9. Victoria Rose
10. Kingston Ruppe
11. Liliana Santos
12. Bryson Scrivens-Mobley
13. Ariana Spencer
14. John Stoll
15. Kelly Wong
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Honor Society News Cont.
National Elementary Honor Society
2nd Annual NEHS Reindeer Run – NEHS members will
participate in the Reindeer run to raise funds to help some
of our own HCA families that need help over the holidays.
NEHS members and some friends will run on Tuesday, December 4, 2018 at 2:15 on
the soccer field. Feel free to come out and support NEHS. If you’d like to donate
please contact any NEHS member or Mrs. Samson at
ksamson@hernandochristian.org.

The Salvation Army Food Drive until December 14th
The National Elementary Honor Society is collecting non-perishable food to
help those in need. Please be generous and help us to teach our children about
caring for others and community involvement! Food collected helps feed many
Hernando County residents.
Examples of items needed: Pasta, Rice, Peanut Butter, Canned Meats Soups and Beef Stew,
Hamburger Helper, Macaroni and Cheese, Canned Vegetables….
Please drop off your items in the Elementary Hall until noon on December 14, 2018. There is a
table provided to put your items on for the food drive. If you have any questions, please
contact Mrs. Samson (ksamson@hernandochristian.org) or Mrs. Collins
(acollins@hernandochristian.org), NEHS Advisors. Thank you for your support and generosity!

National Junior Honor Society
Christmas Candy Cane Candy Grams!
NJHS is selling Candy Cane Candy grams for 5o cents each.
Share your Christmas joy with friends and family! NJHS members
will visit Elementary classrooms each morning and will have a table set
up during both Secondary lunches. The sale is 11/26-12/12. Candy grams will be
delivered on Friday, December 14, 2018. Thank you for your support!
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Operation Christmas Child (Update)
Thank you all who participated in the Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes for children who
are less fortunate. We exceeded our goal of 50 boxes by collecting 77 shoeboxes and the funds
to pay for the postage. Many children will have smiles on their faces when they receive our
boxes. Thank you for the part you played in this project!

Check out our SENIOR Class Fundraisers! We are grateful for your support!
Every Tuesday during upper school lunch, the seniors will be selling taco
salad. Every day, they will be selling ice cream and freezer pops for cash.
The freezer pops are .25 and ice cream is $1.00 or add candy for $2.00.
We appreciate your support!

The month of December, the senior class will be selling hot chocolate and
donuts every morning for $1.00 each.

Come and decorate a Cookie Cake for Christmas! The seniors will supply a 9
inch round cookie cake with the sprinkles and icing for your decorating use.
Decorating will take place during school on Wednesday, December 12th.
Only $8.00 per cookie cake! These make great gifts too! If you are
interested and want to support our seniors, please return a pre-order form
by Friday, December 7th to a senior or to Mrs. Jen Klukowski. Please go to
News Section of our website to print off your order form. Thank you.
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Clinic News

In this month’s School Health Newsletter, I would like to focus on the importance of disease
prevention and ways that we can implement to help reduce the spread of some of the
preventable and communicable infections like Strep throat.
Wash your hands often to prevent the spread of germs that cause Strep throat and other
infections; cover nose and mouth when coughing or sneezing; do not drink from the same
glass, eat from the same plate, or share utensils with someone who is sick. Keep your child
at home if they have a fever (temperature of over 100 degrees F/ 38 degrees C). Our policy is
that students may not return to school until they are fever free for 24 hours without the use
of fever reducing medications.
Key Facts:





Strep throat is an infection in the throat and tonsils caused by group A Streptococcus
bacteria (called "group A Strep").
A medical test by your clinician is needed to tell if you have Strep throat.
People with Strep throat should stay home from work, school, or daycare until they have
taken antibiotics for at least 24 hours.
Antibiotics taken for Strep throat reduce the length of time you’re sick and help prevent
the spread of infection to friends and family members.

For more information regarding ways to prevent and treat Strep throat infection, please contact
your health care provider or your school nurse. You may also log in to Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention website at: https://www.cdc.gov/features/strepthroat/index.html
We can protect and strengthen our immunity by eating healthy and nutritious foods, taking daily
exercise, sleeping 8-10 hours a night, reducing stress, and smiling daily.
With a Sincere Heart for your Children and Christ,
Belinda Manuel, RN, BSN
Hernando Christian Academy School Nurse
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International News
Do you want to host an International Student for next school year?
Every year Hernando Christian Academy hosts international students. We are currently looking
for host families for the 2018/2019 school year. As a host family, you will offer a young
international student the opportunity to discover America through your eyes. Your family will
not only gain a new family member, you will also learn about a different culture, its values and
traditions, language, food, and more. You will receive a stipend of $700.00 per month to help
offset the cost. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Diana McCall at
352-796-0616 option 0 or dmccall@hernandochristian.org.
Thank you,
Dianna McCall
International Coordinator

Looking Ahead
December 11 – 13
December 14
December 17 – January 4
January 7

Secondary Exams
Noon Dismissal (End of Term 2)
Christmas Break – No School
First Day Back to School

HERNANDO CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
7200 Emerson Road, Brooksville, Florida 34601
352-796-0616
www.hernandochristian.org

